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To:  Coconino County Supervisor, Patrice Horstman and Melissa Shaw, CC Long Range Planner  
 
Regarding: Coconino County Comprehensive Plan Update 
   
  
Dear Coconino County Partners,  
  
As you are aware, The Town of Tusayan (town) is the gateway community located one mile south of The Grand Canyon 
National Park’s (GCNP) South Rim entrance with Hwy 64 running right through our little town. 
 
Growth in the Valle area, an area where most properties are not formally served by any emergency services, is creating 
challenging situations.  Tusayan Fire District (TFD) is providing voluntarily out of district coverage to this area that has 
been experiencing rapid growth, both permitted and unpermitted, in recent years.  

This is creating an increased strain on TFD and Coconino County Sheriff Office (CCSO) and the town, as a funding partner 
for TFD and CCSO, in caring for our own local businesses and residents in Tusayan. About one-third of all EMT and fire 
calls for TFD are to the Valle area and this does not include accidents on HWY 64. As population grows, in this unserved 
area, the demand for emergency services will inevitably increase.  With this area being governed by CC it must address 
the issues per its Vision Theme 1, on page five, “Infrastructure, emergency service, public safety, and public services 
are collaboratively built and maintained in partnership with county communities to create a sense of place and 
enhance resilience to climate change.”   Response times matter in life and death situations.  These areas are 20- 40 miles 
away, down dirt roads that have little or no street signs, and many 911 callers in the area are not even sure of their 
address.   

Just as Tusayan land owners had to come together to form TFD many years ago, to not only be reliant on local partners 
for emergency services, we feel it is time that Valle must face those decisions and especially before any more large 
projects are approved by CC. In essence, this growth is putting pressure on Tusayan as a neighboring community and we 
ask CCs engagement to ensure adequate emergency preparedness and response for all its county residents and visitors. 
For the betterment of Valle, TFD, CCSO and Hwy 64 coverage Tusayan needs help. We are thankful to High County Fire 
Rescue in many ways in recent years, but legislation they are promoting we hear will go nowhere. CC cannot rely on that 
dead legislation option existing and must take its own actions to help solve these serious emergency and public safety 
concerns.  

Thank you and for your service to our amazing county, please do contact us if you have any questions and you know that 
we stand ready to be part of solutions.    
  
  
Sincerely,  
 
Clarinda Vail  
Mayor of Tusayan 
 
Greg Brush  
Vice-Mayor of Tusayan  
& Tusayan Fire District, Chief 
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